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(A)  GENERAL 
 
Section 1 – Purpose 
These Regulations relate to the governing rules and playing regulations of the Federation as 
it relates to sport competitions and activities between Members. These Regulations 
complement the By-laws of the Federation, which relate to its corporate governance, and 
are superseded by the By-laws. 
 
Section 2 – Definitions 
The following terms have these meanings in these Regulations: 

a. Association – groups of secondary schools approved by the Ministry of Education, Ontario 
and recognized by the Federation as Members. 

b. Board – the Board of Directors of the Federation. 
c. Days – days including weekends and holidays. 
d. Federation – the Ontario Federation of School Athletic Associations (OFSAA). 
e. FTE – stands for Full-Time Equivalent/Enrolment. 
f. Member – An Association which meets the requirements of membership as stated in the 

By-laws of the Federation. 
g. Ordinary Resolution – a resolution passed by a majority of the votes cast on that 

resolution or consented to by all voting Members entitled to vote on that resolution. 
h. Playing Regulations – sport specific rules of play at the various Championships and 

Festivals sponsored by the Federation. 
i. Regulations – the governing rules and playing regulations of the Federation as it relates 

to sport competitions and activities between Members. 
j. Special Resolution – a resolution that is submitted to a special meeting of the Members 

of the Federation duly called for the purpose of considering the resolution and passed at 
the meeting, with or without amendment, by at least two-thirds of the votes cast; or 
consented to by each Member of the Federation entitled to vote at a meeting of the 
Members of the Federation. 

k. Standing Rules - rules or guidelines that apply to ALL of the Federation’s Playing 
Regulations (apply to all sports). 

 
(B)  ASSOCIATIONS 

 
Section 1 – Areas within Associations 
The Federation consists of eighteen (18) Member Associations of secondary schools which 
occupy specific areas, those areas as outlined below: 
 
Central Ontario Secondary Schools Association (COSSA) - includes all schools who are 
members in good standing of the Bay of Quinte and Kawartha Districts. 
 
Central Western Ontario Secondary Schools Association (CWOSSA) - the counties of Bruce, 

Grey, Dufferin, Waterloo, Brant, Norfolk, Haldimand and Wellington;   
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Conference of Independent Schools Athletic Association (CISAA) - Ontario independent 
schools as identified by the Conference. 
 
Eastern Ontario Secondary Schools Athletic Association (EOSSAA) - the counties of 
Renfrew, Frontenac, Lanark, Leeds and Grenville, Stormont Dundas and Glengarry, Prescott 
and Russell, and Lennox and Addington. 
 
Georgian Bay Secondary Schools Association (GBSSA) - the county of Simcoe, the 
districts of Muskoka and Parry Sound. 
 
Golden Horseshoe Athletic Conference (GHAC) – the County of Halton and schools within 
the Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board. 
 
Lake Ontario Secondary School Association (LOSSA) -  includes all schools in the region of 
Durham with the exception of Brock HS who competes in COSSA. 
 
National Capital Secondary Schools Athletic Association (NCSSAA) – the City of Ottawa. 
 
North Eastern Ontario Athletic Association (NEOAA)/Association athlétique du nord-
est de l’Ontario (AANEO) - the districts of Cochrane and Timiskaming. 
 
Northern Ontario Secondary Schools Athletics (NOSSA) - the districts of Manitoulin, 
Sudbury, Algoma, Nipissing and the regional municipality of Sudbury. 
 
Northwestern Ontario Secondary Schools Athletic Association (NWOSSAA) - the 
districts of Kenora, Rainy River, Thunder Bay and Patricia. 
 
Region of Peel Secondary School Athletic Association (ROPSSAA) - the regional 
municipality of Peel and schools within the Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board. 
 
Southern Ontario Secondary Schools Association (SOSSA) - the regional municipality of 
Niagara South, the county of Lincoln and the schools within the Hamilton-Wentworth 
District School Board;   
 
South Western Ontario Secondary School Athletic Association (SWOSSAA) - the 
counties of Essex, Kent and Lambton. 
 
Toronto District Catholic Athletic Association (TDCAA) - Catholic high schools within the 
City of Toronto, French Public and French Catholic schools within the City of Toronto, and 
independent high schools within the boundaries of the City of Toronto not operated under 
the regular Ministry of Education Boards in the area, but not those which are members of the 
CISAA. 
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Toronto District Secondary School Athletic Association (TDSSAA) - Public high schools 
within the City of Toronto. 
  
Western Ontario Secondary Schools Athletic Association (WOSSAA) - the counties of 
Huron, Perth, Middlesex, Elgin and Oxford. 
 
York Region Athletic Association (YRAA) - the region of York. 
 
Section 2 – Regions 
For the purposes of Committee representation and inter-Association competition, Associations 
are grouped into six (6) Regions based on their location within the province of Ontario.  The six 
regions are: 
 

a. North  - NWOSSAA, NEOAA, NOSSA  
b. South - GHAC, ROPSSAA, SOSSA  
c. East - COSSA, EOSSAA, NCSSAA  
d. West - CWOSSA, SWOSSAA, WOSSAA  
e. Central - GBSSA, LOSSA, YRAA  
f. Metro - TDCAA, TDSSAA, CISAA 

 
(C)  COMMITTEES 

 
Section 1 – Standing Committees 
The Federation consists of Standing Committees that are relevant to sport competitions and 
activities: 
 

a. The Committee for Boys' Activities. 
b. The Committee for Girls' Activities. 
c. The Future Directions Committee. 
d. The Sport Advisory Committees.  
e. The Transfers Committee. 
f. The Sanctions Committee. 
g. The Appeals Committee. 
h. The Championship Review Committee. 
i. The Classifications Committee. 
j. The Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Committee. 

 
Section 2 – Ad Hoc Committees 
The Board may appoint such Ad Hoc committees as it deems necessary for managing the affairs 
of the Federation and may appoint members of committees or provide for the election of 
members of committees, may prescribe the duties and terms of reference of committees, and 
may delegate to any Committee any of its powers, duties, and functions. 
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The purpose of these committees is to be a reference for the Board, Councils and/or Members, 
and they will examine specific issues which may arise from time to time. These committees will 
meet, when necessary, as a result of direction received from the Board. 
 
Membership on any of these committees shall recognize the concepts of gender and regional 
equity.  The presence of retired teachers/administrators is encouraged and supported. 
 
Section 3 - Committee for Boys' Activities 
 
a. Structure 
 

i. The Committee for Boys' Activities, hereinafter referred to as the CBA, shall be 
composed of a male representative, who shall be a currently employed 
teacher/administrator, from each full member Association.  

ii. Ex-officio non-voting members of the CBA shall include an Ontario Ministry of 
Education representative, the President of the Federation or a designate, the 
six (6) Regional Principals, and the Executive Director and/or Assistant(s). 

iii. The positions of Chair and Vice-Chair must be filled by members of the College 
of Teachers. 

iv. Every other year at its spring meeting (in alternating years with the CGA), the 
CBA shall nominate a candidate from among its members for the position of 
Vice-Chairperson.  They shall serve as Vice-Chairperson for two (2) years and 
Chairperson for the following two (2) years. 

 
 b. Duties 
 

The CBA shall recommend the policies and principles for conducting boys' activities 
and shall be responsible to the Representatives’ Council. 

 
c. Meetings 
 

i. CBA meetings shall be held in conjunction with the meetings of the 
Representatives’ Council. 

ii. Other meetings may be called by the Chair of the Committee or upon a request of 
a majority of CBA members whose request shall be addressed to the Executive 
Director.  Notices shall be sent to all CBA representatives fourteen (14) days prior 
to any such meeting. 

iii. The Chairperson of the CBA shall be the presiding officer of the meetings. 
iv. The quorum for the transaction of CBA business shall be a majority of the 

committee. 
 
d. Voting 
 

i.       Each CBA representative, or duly authorized substitute who is eligible to serve as 
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a CBA representative, shall have one (1) vote.  Proxy votes shall not be accepted. 
ii.       A majority of votes cast, providing there is a quorum, will carry or defeat a motion. 

 
Section 4 - Committee for Girls' Activities 
 
a. Structure 
 

i. The Committee for Girls' Activities, hereinafter referred to as the CGA, shall 
be composed of a female representative, who shall be a currently employed 
teacher/administrator, from each full member Association. 

ii. Ex-officio non-voting members of the CGA shall include an Ontario Ministry of 
Education representative, the President of the Federation or a designate, the 
six (6) Regional Principals, and the Executive Director and/or Assistant(s). 

iii. The positions of Chair and Vice-Chair must be filled by members of the 
College of Teachers.  

iv. Every other year at its spring meeting (in alternating years with the CBA), the 
CGA shall nominate a candidate from among its members for the position of 
Vice-Chairperson. They shall serve as Vice-Chairperson for two (2) years and 
Chairperson for the following two (2) years. 

 
b. Duties 
 

The CGA shall recommend the policies and principles for conducting girls' activities 
and shall be responsible to the Representatives’ Council. 

 
c. Meetings 
 

i. CGA meetings shall be held in conjunction with the meetings of the 
Representatives’ Council. 

ii. Other meetings may be called by the Chair of the Committee or upon a request 
of a majority of CGA members whose request shall be addressed to the 
Executive Director. Notices shall be sent to all CGA representatives fourteen 
(14) days prior to any such meeting. 

iii. The Chairperson of the CGA shall be the presiding officer of the meetings. 
iv. The quorum for the transaction of CGA business shall be a majority of the 

Committee. 
 
d. Voting 
 

i.       Each CGA representative, or duly authorized substitute who is eligible to serve as 
a CGA representative, shall have one (1) vote.  Proxy votes shall not be accepted. 

ii.       A majority of votes cast, providing there is a quorum, will carry or defeat a motion. 
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Section 5 - Future Directions Committee 
 
a. Structure 
 

i. The Committee shall include a maximum of six (6) members of which a 
minimum of three (3) shall be members of the Board and/or Representatives’ 
Council and a maximum of three (3) shall be elsewhere selected. 

ii. The Chairperson shall be selected from among the members of the 
Committee for a two (2) year term. 

iii. The members of the Future Directions Committee, other than the 
Chairperson, shall be appointed for a term of three (3) years, with a 
maximum of two (2) terms. The terms shall be staggered so that the turn-over 
shall not exceed two at the end of any one year, under normal 
circumstances. 

iv. Consideration shall be given to both a male-female and a rural-urban 
balance within the composition of the Committee. 
 

 b. Duties 
 

i. The Future Directions Committee shall anticipate trends which may, in time, 
require some form of response from the Federation. It shall also endeavour to 
provide possible solutions to specific concerns assigned to it by the 
Federation. 

ii. The Future Directions Committee shall be responsible for ensuring all new 
directives and projects from OFSAA are communicated to the 
Representatives’ Council in a timely manner.  

iii. The Future Directions Committee shall ensure there is a transparent process 
where there is equitable opportunity for any member of the Representatives 
Council to apply for training and/or conferences that OFSAA is funding or 
offering to for their members that are related to new projects or opportunities 
for Professional Development.  

iv. Perform other duties as requested by the Board. 
 

c. Meetings 
 

i. The Future Directions Committee meetings shall be determined by the Chairperson 

in consultation with the Executive Director. 

ii. The quorum for the transaction of business shall be a majority of the Committee. 

 
d. Voting 
 

i.       Each committee member shall have one (1) vote.  Proxy votes shall not be 
accepted. 
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ii.       A majority of votes cast, providing there is a quorum, will carry or defeat a motion. 
 
Section 6 - Sport Advisory Committees 
 
a. Structure 
 

i. The Federation shall establish Sport Advisory Committees (SACs) for all sports 
listed in (D) - Competition of these Regulations.  Each committee shall be 
comprised of a minimum of six (6) members.  The members shall represent each 
of the Federation's Regions and the different classifications, where applicable. 
All Sport Advisory Committees shall strive to have equal male/female 
representation.  A staff member shall be present at each meeting in a non-voting 
capacity. 

ii. Committee members shall be selected by the Representatives’ Council in 
conjunction with a staff liaison, with an attempt at using a rotational system to 
ensure all Associations are represented.   

iii. The term for a committee member shall be two (2) years with a maximum of four 
(4) terms. If a member misses two (2) consecutive meetings, the member may be 
removed from the committee.   

iv. The Chairperson shall be selected from among the members of the Committee. 
The term for the chairperson is four (4) years and they may serve only one (1) term 
as chairperson. The chairperson must have been a committee member for at 
least two (2) years before assuming the Chair position (unless extraordinary 
circumstances dictate a change). 

 
b. Duties 
 

i. The Committee shall evaluate the interschool activity in their specific sport and 
shall make recommendations in the form of motions to the Representatives’ 
Council as to changes in existing rules of play, (rulebook revisions) and in conduct 
of future competitions. These recommendations must first be reviewed by the 
CBA (for boys’ sports) and/or CGA (for girls’ sports) before coming for voting to 
the Representatives’ Council. All recommended changes to rules of play must be 
addressed by the specific Sport Advisory Committee prior to being forwarded to 
the Representatives’ Council for discussion and decision.  These committees 
may also make recommendations to the Annual Assembly relevant to Standing 
Rules common to all sport. 

ii. The Committee shall review convenor comments from Championships/Festivals 
held since the last meeting in their respective sport, as well as any information 
regarding the next Championships/Festivals that will be taking place, and make 
any motions or recommendations deemed necessary. 

iii. The Committee will work with staff and convenors to promote and assist the 
Championships/Festivals of that sport. The chair of the Committee will be invited 
to attend the Championship/Festival on behalf of The Committee. 
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iv. The Committee will assist with the selection of official Federation game 
equipment by play testing items and providing feedback to the Federation staff. 

v. The Committee will assist with the circulation of coaching clinics, best practices 
and scholarship information related to the sport of the Committee. 

vi. The Committee will assist with gathering information, when needed, from each 
member’s own region with respect to issues concerning the sport of the 
Committee. 

vii. The Committee Chair (and possibly other committee members) may be asked to 
approve schedule and seeding for championships/festivals. 

viii. Perform other duties as requested by the Board. 
 
c. Meetings 
 

i. Meetings shall be held at the call of the Assistant Director or Sport Coordinator.  
Each committee shall meet at least once every two (2) years, or more if special 
circumstances arise. 

ii. The quorum for the transaction of business shall be a majority of the Committee. 

d. Voting 
 

i.       Each committee member shall have one (1) vote.  Proxy votes shall not be 
accepted. 

ii.       A majority of votes cast, providing there is a quorum, will carry or defeat a motion. 
 
Section 7 - Transfers Committee 
 
a. Structure 
 

i. This Committee shall consist of not fewer than three (3) members. One shall be a 
currently employed principal or vice principal, and the other two shall be currently 
employed teachers/administrators. They shall be selected by the Executive 
Director and approved by the Board. 

ii. The members of the Committee, other than the Chairperson, shall be appointed 
for a term of three (3) years, with a maximum of two (2) terms. The terms shall be 
staggered so that the turnover shall not exceed two at the end of any one year, 
under normal circumstances. 

iii. The Chairperson shall be appointed by the Committee for a three (3) year term. 
 
 b. Duties 
 

i. The Transfers Committee shall be empowered to interpret the Federation’s 
Transfer Policy. 

ii. Enforce the Federation’s Transfer Policy and make decisions related to formal 
appeals of an Association’s Transfer Committee. 



R11 

 

iii. Perform other duties as requested by the Board. 
iv. All expenses involved in calling together members of the Committee shall be 

borne by the Federation.  The Committee is however empowered to levy 
expenses against the parties involved when such action is deemed necessary. 

 
c. Authority 
 

i. Decisions made by the Transfers Committee are considered final and may not be 

appealed. 

d. Meetings 
 

i. The Transfers Committee shall meet five (5) times per school year.  Meeting dates 

will be approved by the Board in April of each school year. Other meetings 

throughout the school year may be called by the Chairperson. 

ii. The quorum for the transaction of business shall be a majority of the Committee. 

e. Voting 
 

i.       Each committee member shall have one (1) vote.  Proxy votes shall not be 
accepted. 

ii.       A majority of votes cast, providing there is a quorum, will carry or defeat a motion. 
 
Section 8 – Sanctions Committee 
 
a. Structure 
 

i. This Committee shall consist of not fewer than three (3) members, who are 
currently employed teachers/administrators, selected by the Executive Director 
or their designate, and approved by the Board. 

ii. The members of the Committee shall be appointed for a term of three (3) years, 
with a maximum of three (3) terms – although this maximum term limit may be 
extended by the Board if members are not forthcoming. 

iii. The Chairperson shall be appointed by the Committee for a three (3) year term. 
 

b. Duties 
 

i. Receive and adjudicate reports from teachers and/or school administrators 
and/or the OFSAA Championship Representative regarding matters that might 
discredit the aims, objectives, and values espoused by the Federation. 

ii. Receive and adjudicate reports from teachers and/or school administrators 
and/or the OFSAA Championship Representative regarding violations of 
Federation’s By-Laws, Regulations, Playing Regulations, and Policies. The 
reporting of the alleged violation must be received by the Executive Director or 
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their designate within thirty (30) school days of the alleged violation. All parties 
with a legitimate interest in the matter will be notified within ten (10) school 
days by the Executive Director or their designate.  

iii. The Sanctions Committee may, when it is relevant and appropriate, consider 
previous sanctions against an individual, team and/or school when assigning 
new sanctions against said individual, team and/or school.  

iv. Perform other duties as requested by the Board. 
v. All expenses involved in calling together members of the Committee shall be 

borne by the Federation.  The Committee is however empowered to levy 
expenses against the parties involved when such action is deemed necessary. 

 
c. Authority 
 

i. Penalties imposed by the Sanctions Committee may include, but are not limited to 

stripping of awards, removal of records and standings, suspension from future 

OFSAA competition, identification of offenders in the OFSAA Bulletin, notification to 

appropriate sport governing bodies, requiring written letter of apology and requiring 

appropriate restitution. 

ii. Appeals to decisions reached under (b) above may be made to the Appeals 

Committee within fourteen (14) school days. 

d. Meetings 
 

i. The Sanctions Committee shall meet three (3) times per year in conjunction with 

each season of sport and as called by the Chair of the Committee. 

ii. The quorum for the transaction of business shall be a majority of the Committee. 

 

e. Voting 
 

i.       Each committee member shall have one (1) vote.  Proxy votes shall not be 
accepted. 

ii.       A majority of votes cast, providing there is a quorum, will carry or defeat a motion. 
 
Section 9 – Appeals Committee 
 
a. Structure 
 

i. The Committee shall consist of not fewer than three (3) members. There shall be 
a minimum of one (1) Director from the Board while the remaining members shall 
be currently employed teachers and/or administrators. They shall be selected by 
the Executive Director and approved by the Board. 

ii. The members of the Committee shall be appointed for a term of three (3) years, 
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with a maximum of three (3) terms – although this maximum term limit may be 
extended by the Board if members are not forthcoming. 

iii. The Chairperson shall be appointed by the Committee for a three (3) year term. 
 

b. Duties and Process 
 

i. To hear appeals related to Sanctions Committee decisions and to make a final 
decision on those appeals. 

ii. A written request for the convening of the Appeals Committee shall be made 
through the Executive Director and the President of the Federation within thirty 
(30) days of the occurrence of the issue under dispute.  It is the responsibility of 
the person requesting same to ensure that the request has been received by the 
Executive Director or their designate. 

iii. Reasons for an appeal of a Sanctions Committee decision must be based upon 
one (1)  or both of the following: 
a.  There must be a specific, articulated procedural error identified during the 

Sanctions Committee hearing. This will guarantee procedural fairness to all 
parties involved. 

b. New evidence or information is presented that wasn’t previously available.  
This                   evidence must be pertinent to the decision that was made.  

iv. If the Appeals Committee determines that the matter is within its jurisdiction, it 
shall inform all parties of the date of the hearing, the composition of the Appeals 
Committee, and request any necessary documentation and\or other information 
that may be deemed necessary.  Parties to the matter shall be given as much 
notice as possible prior to the date of the hearing.  

v. A sum of $200.00 must be received prior to the convening of the Appeals 
Committee. 

vi. All expenses involved in calling together members of the Committee shall be 
borne by the Federation.  The Committee is however empowered to levy expenses 
against the parties involved when such action is deemed necessary. 

vii. Perform other duties as requested by the Board. 
 

c. Authority 
 

i. Decisions made by the Appeals Committee are considered final and may not be 

appealed. 

 

d. Meetings 
 

i. The Appeals Committee meetings will be called when appeals are submitted to the 

Executive Director of the Federation. 

ii. The quorum for the transaction of business shall be a majority of the Committee. 
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e. Voting 
 

i.       Each committee member shall have one (1) vote.  Proxy votes shall not be 
accepted. 

ii.       A majority of votes cast, providing there is a quorum, will carry or defeat a motion. 
 
Section 10 – Championship Review Committee 
 
a. Structure 
 

i. The Committee shall be comprised of a minimum of six (6) members.  The 
members shall represent each of the Federation's Regions and the different 
classifications, where applicable. A member of either the Board or OFSAA Staff 
shall be present at each meeting. 

ii. The members of the Committee shall be appointed for a term of three (3) years, 
with a maximum of three (3) terms – although this maximum term limit may be 
extended by the Board if members are not forthcoming. 

iii. The Chairperson shall be appointed by the Committee for a three (3) year term. 
 
b. Duties 
 

i. Review motions put forward by Associations/Sport Advisory Committees or 
referred to the Championship Review by other committees or groups. 

ii. Perform annual review of convenor reports and make recommendations to 
address recurring issues with Championships and Festivals. 

iii. Perform a “Hard Review” of Championships and Festivals against established 
event criteria/requirements as outlined in Regulation D, Section 5, annually in 
June.  

iv. Receive applications and make recommendation for sports wishing to become 
an OFSAA Festival or move from an OFSAA Festival to an OFSAA Championship. 

v. Perform other duties as requested by the Board. 
 
c. Meetings 
 

i. The Championship Review Committee shall meet three (3) times per year, ideally in 

October, February and June. 

ii. The quorum for the transaction of business shall be a majority of the Committee. 

 
d. Voting 
 

i.       Each committee member shall have one (1) vote.  Proxy votes shall not be 
accepted. 
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ii.       A majority of votes cast, providing there is a quorum, will carry or defeat a motion. 
 
Section 11 – Classifications Committee 
 
a. Structure 
 

i. The Committee shall consist of not fewer than three (3) members. There shall be 
a minimum of one (1) Director from the Board while the remaining members shall 
be currently employed teachers and/or administrators. They shall be selected by 
the Executive Director and approved by the Board. 

ii. The members of the Committee shall be appointed for a term of three (3) years, 
with a maximum of three (3) terms – although this maximum term limit may be 
extended by the Board if members are not forthcoming. 

iii. The Chairperson shall be appointed by the Committee for a three (3) year term. 
 

b. Duties 
 

i. Conduct hearings and make decisions related to formal appeals of classification 
decisions made by an Association. 

ii. Perform annual review of provincial FTE students and determine school 
classifications for the province. 

iii. Perform other duties as requested by the Board. 
 
c. Meetings 
 

i. The Classifications Committee meetings shall meet two (2) times per year. 

ii. The quorum for the transaction of business shall be a majority of the Committee. 

 

d. Voting 
 

i.       Each committee member shall have one (1) vote.  Proxy votes shall not be 
accepted. 

ii.       A majority of votes cast, providing there is a quorum, will carry or defeat a motion. 
 
Section 12 – Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Committee 
 

a. Structure 
 

i. The committee shall be comprised of a minimum of six (6) members. The 
members shall represent each of the Federation’s Regions and the different 
classifications, where applicable. A member of either the Board or OFSAA’s Staff 
shall be present at each meeting.  
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ii. The members of the Committee shall be appointed for a term of three (3) years, 
with a maximum of three (3) terms – although this maximum term limit may be 
extended by the Board if members are not forthcoming. 

 iii. The Chairperson shall be appointed by the Committee for a three (3) year term.  
 
b. Duties 
 
 i. Provide guidance and support to OFSAA and member associations with equity,  
  diversity and inclusion related issues or concerns.  
 ii. Perform review of OFSAA By-Laws, Regulations and Policies annually through an  
  Equity, Diversity and Inclusivity lens. 
 iii. Perform other duties as requested by the Board.  
 
c. Meetings 
 

i. The Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Committee shall meet three (3) times per 
year, ideally in October, February and June.  

 ii. The quorum for the transaction of business shall be a majority of the Committee. 
 
d. Voting 
 

i. Each committee member shall have one (1) vote. Proxy votes shall not be 
accepted.  

 ii. A majority of votes cast, providing there is quorum, will carry or defeat a motion 
 

(D)  COMPETITION 
 
Section 1 - Sports 
 
a. The Federation shall co-ordinate inter-Association competition in the following sports: 

 
(a) Team Sports    (b) Individual with a Team Component Sports 
Boys’ Baseball            Coed Alpine   
Boys’ Basketball                                             Coed Cross Country 
Girls’ Basketball                           Boys’ Golf 
Boys’ Curling                     Girls’ Golf 
Girls’ Curling                              Co-ed Nordic Skiing 
Girls’ Field Hockey                      Co-ed Snowboard Racing 
Boys’ Field Lacrosse                      Co-ed Swimming 
Boys’ Football          Co-ed Track and Field  
Boys’ Hockey       Co-ed Wrestling 
Girls’ Hockey       Co-ed Badminton           
Boys’ Rugby       Co-ed Tennis 
Girls’ Rugby 
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Girls’ Slo-Pitch       
Boys’ Soccer 
Girls’ Soccer 
Co-ed Ultimate 
Boys’ Volleyball 
Girls’ Volleyball 
 
The OFSAA Board has the authority to remove sports that do not meet the criteria as 
provided in Regulation D, Section 5 of these Regulations. 
 
b. Rules 
 
Revision to rulebooks governing play at the OFSAA Championships and Festivals shall be 
reviewed by the Sport Advisory Committee and approved by the Representatives’ Council 
prior to implementation at any Championship/Festival. 
 
Section 2 – Championship/Festival Dates 
 
The OFSAA Championships and Festivals shall be held as presented in the following chart, 
unless extraordinary circumstances dictate a change. 

Sport Date: Championship/Festival shall be held: 

Alpine Skiing during the last week of February or the first (1st) week of March. 

Badminton the Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the first (1st) week of May.  

Boys’ Baseball the second (2nd) full week of June. 

Boys’ Basketball the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of the week immediately 
prior to the Ministry March Break. 

Girls’ Basketball the Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the twelfth (12th) weekend 
after Labour Day. 

Cross Country the first (1st) Saturday of November. 

Boys’ and Girls’ Curling during the first (1st) or second (2nd) week following the Ministry 
March Break. 

Girls’ Field Hockey the Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of the first (1st) week in 
November. 

Boys’ Football Bowls during the latter part of November and before the second 
weekend of December. 

Boys’ Golf over a period of two (2) days during the week after Thanksgiving. 
Girls’ Golf over a period of two (2) days during the week after Thanksgiving. 

Boys’ Hockey the week immediately following the Ministry March Break 
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Section 3 – Championship/Festival Location 
 
The location of the Championships and Festivals shall be decided no later than June 25th of 
each school year. 
 
Section 4 – Championship/Festival Association Commitment and Deadline Date 
 
a. Championship/Festival Association Commitment  

 i. For all team sports, associations withdrawing a team(s) after the commitment 
deadline the minimum sanction imposed will be a fine equal to the entry fee.  

ii. For all individual sports, for associations withdrawing an individual(s) after the 
commitment deadline the minimum sanction imposed will be a fine equal to the 
entry fee or $100 per individual, whichever fee is greater. This amount may be 

Girls’ Hockey the week immediately following the Ministry March Break 

Boys’ Lacrosse during the first (1st) full week of June. 

Nordic Skiing during the week of the fourth (4th) Monday in February. The first 
(1st) day of competition must take place in February. 

Boys’ Rugby the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of the first (1st) week of 
June in even-numbered years and the Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday of the first (1st) week of June in odd-numbered years. 

Girls’ Rugby the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of the first (1st) week of 
June in odd-numbered years and the Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday of the first (1st) week of June in even-numbered years. 

Girls’ Slo-Pitch the Monday and Tuesday of the second week in June. 

Snowboarding during the first (1st) week of March. 

Boys’ and Girls’ Soccer over the Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the first (1st) week of 
June. 

Swimming during the first (1st) week of March. 

Tennis during the first (1st) week of June.  
starting 2025-26, to be played in the fall. Date TBD. 

Track and Field on the Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the first (1st) week of 
June. 

Boys’ and Girls’ 
Volleyball 

Boys’: The Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the twelfth (12th) 
weekend after Labour Day. 
Girls’: The Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of the week 
immediately prior to the Ministry March Break. 

Co-ed Ultimate the Tuesday and Wednesday of the last week of May. 

Wrestling over two (2) days of the first (1st) week in March. 
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adjusted in consultation with OFSAA staff depending on the nature of the 
withdrawal.  

iii. Further, if the withdrawal takes place at a time that impacts on the convener, 
financially or logistically, a further fine may be issued. This fine may encompass 
costs incurred by the convenor for entry fee, banquet meals, banners, etc. as 
reviewed and approved by OFSAA. The association and/or school may also be 
brought forward to the Sanctions Committee.  

 
b.  ENTRY DEADLINES 

 
Championship/Festival Play Begins Entry Deadline 
Monday The preceding Tuesday @ 11:59 pm 
Tuesday The preceding Wednesday @ 11:59 pm 
Wednesday The preceding Thursday @ 11:59 pm 
Thursday The preceding Saturday @ 11:59 pm 
Friday The preceding Monday @ 11:59 pm 
Saturday The preceding Tuesday @ 11:59 pm 

 
Section 5 - Inter-Association Competition 
 
There shall be two (2) levels of inter-Association competition: 
 
a.  i.   OFSAA Championship  

 ii.  OFSAA Festival  
 
To be classified as an OFSAA Championship or Festival a sport must meet the criteria 
provided in Regulation D, Section 5. 
 

b.  i.   For an OFSAA event to change from Festival to Championship status or 
Championship to Festival status, formal approval must be made by the OFSAA Board. 
 ii.  In order for a Championship or Festival to be removed as an OFSAA event, formal 
approval must be made by the OFSAA Board.  

   
OFSAA Championships and Festivals include all facets of competition, player/team 
registration, coaches’ meeting and banquet, where applicable, not exceeding a maximum 
of three (3) school days for Championships and two (2) school days for Festivals, unless 
extraordinary circumstances dictate a change at the discretion of the OFSAA Executive 
Director or designate. See below for full outlines of each level of competition and the festival 
application process.  
 
OFSAA Championships and Festivals shall be conducted in accordance with the Playing 
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Regulations appended hereto. The provisions of the Playing Regulations shall apply from the 
beginning of the Championship/Festival (the arrival and/or registration of teams/individuals 
at the venue and vicinity of the Championship/Festival) to its conclusion (the departure of 
teams/individuals from the venue and vicinity of same) at the end of Championship/Festival 
play. 
 
c. Championship and Festival Criteria Requirements 
 
Each Championship and Festival will undergo an annual review to determine if it is 
meeting the criteria provided below. 
 

• Sports which have championship status, and no longer meet the criteria, shall be 
moved to festival status. 

• Sports which have festival status and do not meet the criteria, shall have 3 consecutive 
years to meet the criteria or will no longer operate under OFSAA jurisdiction. 
 

 
The following is required ONLY for an association to be counted as participating in the sport 
NOT for the association to be eligible to attend the OFSAA event.  Please see Playing 
Regulations for specific eligibility requirements. 
CRITERIA CHAMPIONSHIP FESTIVAL 
Minimum # of Associations Participating: 

- Associations must have a minimum of four (4) schools 
participating in the sport by gender. 

- Associations must have their own recognized league &/or 
playoff/OFSAA qualifying competition. 

10 of 18 6 of 18 

Minimum # of Regions: 4 of 6 3 of 6 
Minimum # of Schools Participating in Sport Across Province (Team 
Sports): 

200/gender 100/gender 

Minimum # of Individuals Participating in Sport Across Province 
(Individual Sports): 

Boys-850 
Girls-850  

Boys-450 
Girls-450   

   
EVENT STRUCTURE & REQUIREMENTS   
Maximum # of school days in length 3 2 
Banquet/Social fee permitted (in addition to entry fee) YES YES 
OFSAA eligibility/supervision rules apply YES YES 
Established/Approved competition format w/ firm # of entries12 YES NO 
Entries approved by association YES YES 
Standing Sport Advisory Committee YES YES 
Approved Playing Regulations in place3 YES YES 
Individual-based sports require a high school trained division with   
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the exception of the following sports: 1) Cross Country 2) Track & 
Field 3) Wrestling 

YES YES 

i   
CONVENOR REQUIREMENTS   
Preliminary budget submitted 60 days prior to event YES YES 
Final budget submitted within 60 day following event YES YES 
Convenor evaluation submitted within 30 days following event YES YES 
Hosting Fee Applicable YES YES 
OFSAA Student-athlete Participation Fee collected YES YES 
   
EVENT BENEFITS   
Travel Grant funding (if available) YES NO 
OFSAA assigned staff support YES YES 
Event webpage and online registration provided (where applicable) YES YES 
Invitation to convenor workshop (including travel and associated 
costs) 

YES YES 

Sport Advisory Committee meeting (travel and associated costs) YES YES 
OFSAA Medals provided YES4 YES4 

 

1 Festivals have flexibility in competition structure (including number of entries) as approved by SAC and compliant with OPHEA 
Guidelines 
2 Festivals shall have minimum Playing Regulations along with guidelines which provide flexibility.  
3 Provided by OFSAA 
 4 Must be purchased through OFSAA 

 
 d. Process for moving from a Festival to Championship 

 
Application may be made to Championship Review after a Festival has run for 3 
consecutive years.   
 
The Sport Advisory Committee (SAC) for that sport can make an application to the 
Championship Review Committee and/or the Championship Review Committee can 
recommend SAC to apply for championship status.  Application must be made in writing to 
the Chair of the Championship Review Committee by December 31st to be added to the 
Championship Review Winter Agenda (Feb/Mar).  A representative from the sport must be 
available to present and answer questions. 
 

i. Applications must provide the following information:  
a. Demonstrate the sport meets all championship criteria. 
b. Demonstrate positive reviews from convenors, that the festival has moved 

around the province (if applicable), and provide financial statements 
showing the festival is in good financial standing. 

c. Demonstrate how the sport has a school trained component.  
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d. Demonstrate organization and commitment to the sport by having OFSAA 
convenors in place for the next 2 years. 

 
Following a successful application, the Championship Review Committee will make 
recommendation for sport approval to Championship status.  At the OFSAA Annual Meeting, 
members will vote on approval of application. 
 
e. Process to apply to become an OFSAA Festival 
 

1 a.  The sport must be conducted as an invitational event sanctioned by OFSAA, 
for a period of 3 years with OFSAA eligibility rules and supervisory policy in 
effect. If possible these invitational events should be hosted by different 
Associations during this 3-year period. 

 
    b.  Reports from each of the 3 invitational events are submitted to the OFSAA 

office outlining the participants, the finances, the rules followed, and any 
recommendations for the future. 

 
2. Application for consideration to become an official OFSAA Festival must be 

submitted to the chairperson of the OFSAA Championship Review Committee 
by December 31st following the final invitational event in order to be 
considered for the following year. 

 
Applications must include: 

• Detailed reports from the 3 invitational events sanctioned by OFSAA including 
financial reports.  

• Supporting statistics from invitational events to show that the sport meets the 
criteria numbers (Associations and schools) for consideration for Festival status. 

• Best estimates of number of schools (by Association) conducting the sport in 
their school program.  

• Season and timing of Festival. 
• Host Associations and convenors in place for the following 3 years  
• Draft set of rules used in the invitational events.  
• Indication of how the events accommodated school-trained student-athletes.  
• Suggested names of teachers to serve on a Sport Advisory Committee. 

  
The Chair will review the application and if all materials are in order, the application will then 
be reviewed by the Championship Review Committee who will pass on their 
recommendation to the Board for discussion.  The final decision will be made at the Annual 
Meeting. 
 
The OFSAA Championship Review Committee shall receive and evaluate reports from all 
OFSAA levels of competition and shall, from time to time, make specific recommendations 
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with regard to status to the Board.  It shall also respond to requests for sports to move to 
Championship status or to move from Level 2 to Level 1.  Such requests must be received in 
writing by March 1st if a change is to be considered for the following school year.  Should a 
Championship move to a lower level, it must stay at that level for a minimum of three (3) 
years before making application to move back to a higher level. 
 
In order to make an application for sport status, the application must satisfy the 
below requirements: 
 
1. The sport must meet the association threshold for participation as identified in section 

C. 
2. the sport must have DIFFERENT convenors in place to show that there is a true 

provincial interest. 
3. The sport must move to different locations throughout the province. 
4. The application must include confirmed convenors for the following three years. 
5. The application must include reports of the last two ‘events” in order to ascertain the 

financial viability of the event. 
6. The application must explain the entry costs for participation teams/individuals. 
7. The sport must have rules developed that are in the same essence of OFSAA Playing 

Regulations. 
The application must include a suggested list of SAC members committed to formulate 
regulations and assist in the application process. 

8. The application must clearly indicate season and timing preference of the proposed 
festival/championship. 

9. The application should demonstrate that the time period of the festival/championship 
will not be in the same period in which there already exists two current 
championships/festivals. 

10. The sport must fit into the portfolio of an OFSAA staff member and approval must be 
received from the Executive Director. 

 
Section 6 – OFSAA Sanctioned Invitational Events 
 
A sanctioned event is one which adheres to these Regulations and all other OFSAA 
sanction guidelines and is structured so that the standards and practices reflect the intent 
and goals of the OFSAA Playing Regulations. Approval for sanctioning must be completed 
before any public disbursement of literature, and promotional materials must contain a 
prominent declaration of OFSAA sanctioning. 
 
Invitational events, sanctioned by OFSAA, require that all participants be eligible under the 
rules and regulations of their Association and of OFSAA, that all participants are members 
of a ‘bona fide’ school program in the current season, and that the OFSAA supervisory policy 
be strictly enforced. Schools should also check their Board supervisory policy to ensure they 
comply with their own regulations.  
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a.  Hosting OFSAA-Sanctioned Invitational Events 
      

i. OFSAA may grant sanctioning for inter-association invitational events hosted in 
Ontario.        

 
ii. High School tournaments or competitions involving teams/student-athletes from 

outside the province must be sanctioned by OFSAA. 
 

iii. There must be teacher-involvement in organizing and conducting the event. 
Outside organizations requesting OFSAA sanction must have a teacher on the 
organizing committee as a contact for the event. 

 
iv. All competing teams/student-athletes must meet OFSAA eligibility and 

supervision requirements. Student-athletes must be a ‘bona fide’ member of the 
school program in the current season. 

 
v. The host’s school principal and Association representative to OFSAA must 

approve the event before OFSAA sanction will be granted. 
 

vi. The use of the terms “championship”, ‘provincial”, “Ontario” or “Canadian” may 
not be used in the title of any OFSAA-sanctioned invitational event, and the 
OFSAA logo may not be used. 

 
b. Attending Out-of-Province Invitational Events 

 
i. All participating teams/student-athletes from Ontario must comply with 

OFSAA eligibility and supervision requirements. Student-athletes must be 
‘bona fide’ members of the school program during the current season. 

 
ii. Teams/student-athletes attending invitational events in other provinces must 

obtain OFSAA sanction and meet the requirements in b (i) above. 
 

iii. Teams/student-athletes attending invitational events in the United States, 
sanctioned by the host state or by the National Federation of State High 
School Athletic Associations (NFHS), must obtain OFSAA sanction. The 
principal of the school must approve participation before OFSAA sanctioning 
can be granted. 

 
c. Requests for OFSAA Sanctions must be received by the OFSAA office at least thirty (30) 
days prior to the date of the event. 
 
d. Any failure to comply with these regulations for sanctioning of invitational events will 
be referred to the OFSAA Sanctions Committee, as per Regulation C, Section 8 (b).  
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Section 7 – Co-operation 
The Board may empower the Executive Director to consult and/or meet with any non-
education sport body, the effect of which shall be to promote closer co-operation in 
conducting activities for secondary and elementary school students. 
 
Section 8 - Three-Year Calendar 
The Federation office shall, in consultation with the Chairpersons of the Representatives’ 
Council and the Board, be responsible for maintaining a Three-Year Calendar. It shall list the 
Associations which are hosting Federation Championships/Festivals in the following three 
(3) school years.  It shall be presented to the Annual Meeting.  
 
Section 9 – Participation Limits 
Each team may register a maximum number of participants to attend a Federation 
Championship or Festival; this includes athletes and team personnel.  Team personnel 
are defined as a coach, manager, trainer, teacher-supervisor or any designated individual 
approved by the school Principal. Only registered participants may represent the school 
and attend Championship/Festival activities.  
 

 OFSAA Championship Participant Limits 
Sport Participant Limit 

Field Hockey 25 
Boys’/Girls’ Basketball 18 
Boys’/Girls’ Volleyball 18 

Boys’/Girls’ Hockey 25 
Lacrosse 30 

Boys’/Girls’ Soccer 24 
Boys’/Girls’ Rugby 34 

Baseball 22 
Curling 7 

Football 76 
Ultimate 28 
Slo-Pitch 22 

 
Section 10 – Additional Entries 
 
To facilitate additional entries required for OFSAA team sports, the following process will be 
followed: 

1. Associations shall submit entry commitments by the deadline dates stated in Regulation E, 
Section 1(b). 

2. OFSAA will request that associations confirm the accuracy of submitted entry commitments no 
later than three (3) school days after the deadline dates stated in Regulation E, Section 1(b).  
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3.  To facilitate the draws, additional entries in the Federation Championships and Festivals shall 
be selected from: 

i. the gold medal Association of the previous year; 
ii. the silver medal Association of the previous year; 
iii. the bronze medal Association of the previous year; 
iv. the antique bronze medal Association of the previous year. 
 
To further facilitate the draws, entries may be awarded to the association medalists from two years’ 
prior, provided that the additional entries to the previous year’s association medalists have been 
exhausted. Additional entries shall be selected from: 

 
i. the gold medal Association of two years prior; 

ii. the silver medal Association of two years prior; 
iii. the bronze medal Association of two years prior; 
iv. the antique bronze medal Association of two years prior; 

 
4.  The host association is entitled to an additional entry for most events. The association will 
determine how the entry is awarded. 
 
5.  There will be a maximum of two entries per association. A third entry will only be 
permitted if required. If the host association has medaled in the previous year, OFSAA will 
move to the next available association to facilitate the draw. 
 

(E)  ELIGIBILITY FOR COMPETITION 
 
Section 1 - Associations 
 
a. Each Association shall be entitled to representation at each Federation 

Championship.  Reference should be made to the individual sport Playing Regulations 
for additional information on how representation is to be determined. 

 
b. The following are entry confirmation deadline dates for Federation Championships.  

Any Association which does not confirm its entry by the specified date shall be deemed 
to have forfeited its entry into the Championship: 

 
 September 30th Girls’ Field Hockey, Cross Country, Boys’ Volleyball, Girls’ 

Basketball, and Boys’ Football (September 15th), Girls’ and 
Boys’ Golf. 

December 1st Nordic Skiing, Alpine Skiing, Wrestling, Swimming, Boys’ 
Basketball, Girls’ Volleyball, Boys’ Hockey, Girls’ Hockey, Boys’ 
and Girls’ Curling, Snowboarding. 

April 1st Badminton, Boys’ Rugby, Girls’ Rugby, Boys’ Soccer, Girls’ 
Soccer, Track and Field, Boys’ Baseball, Tennis, Boys’ Field 
Lacrosse, Ultimate, Girls’ Slo-Pitch. 
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Additional entries for team sports as identified in Regulation D, Section 1(a), shall be 
determined by OFSAA as outlined in Regulation D, Section 10 and conditional upon 
confirmation of the OFSAA office.    
 
Section 2 - Schools 
 
a. Membership in an Association and conformity with the By-Laws and the Regulations 

of the Association concerned is a pre-requisite for participation in any 
Championship/Festival co-ordinated by the Federation. 

 
b. Classification 
 
  i. Associations shall place their schools in classifications for the following school 

year based on their student full time equivalent enrolment as of October 31st of 
the current school year: 

    
   Northern Associations (NEOAA, NOSSA, NWOSSAA, and schools within the 

Muskoka-Parry Sound Athletic Association (part of GBSSA)) - 
     “A” = 1-600;       “AA” = 601-1000;       “AAA” = 1001 + 
 
   All other Associations - 
     “A” = 1-500;       “AA” = 501-950;       “AAA” = 951+       
  

An all-boys or all-girls school shall have their enrolment doubled for the purposes 
of determining student population numbers.   
 
If a student(s) enrolled in a sport school or sport academy in a French language public 
school board or French language Catholic school board participates in a team sport in 
their sport of specialty and the school is not their designated school according to 
school board boundaries (or closest school where no boundaries exist), the team must 
compete at the next classification level with a higher population than their student 
numbers designate.    

 
If a student(s) enrolled in a sport program at a French language public school board or 
French language Catholic school board participates on a team of that same sport and 
the school is not their designated school according to school board boundaries (or 
closest school where no boundaries exist), the team must compete at the next 
classification level with a higher population than their student numbers designate. 

   

   The OFSAA Classifications Committee shall review FTE numbers annually and 
propose 

   changes to the classifications numbers as it sees fit. 
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c.  General 
 

• A school may appeal its classification (see (d) Appeal Process).  If the appeal is 
successful, Associations may only shift a school to the next classification with a 
lower population what their student numbers designate. When schools are moved 
to the next classification with lower population numbers and the school’s 
population exceeds the OFSAA classification numbers by 10%, the Association 
must gain final approval from the OFSAA Classifications Committee.  Associations 
must outline the reasons for their decision. 

• Any school, with Association approval, may elect to compete in a classification with 
higher population numbers.  

• A school may participate in only one school classification of competition in any one 
sport during a school year at the Federation level. 

• For coeducational Badminton and Tennis championships, and Ultimate festival 
coordinated by the Federation, an all-boys’ school and an all-girls’ school may 
combine for entry.  Associations must declare such school combinations to the 
Federation office when the spring season declarations are due.  

• Schools which have entered into an official twinning arrangement as described in 
Regulation E, Section 3(b), shall use the combined FTE of the twinned schools for 
purposes of determining the classification level in the sports for which the two 
schools have twinned. 

• Schools without a full complement of all grades (9-12) shall have their classification 
level determined by pro-rating their population based on this formula: 

  One grade only – school population x 4 
  Two grades only – school population x 2 
  Three grades only – school population x 1.33 

• When a school closes and the school board designates all of the affected students 
to one receiving school, then the receiving school’s population numbers shall be 
based on the combined student equivalent enrolment of both schools as of October 
31st of the current school year. 

• When a school closes and the school board designates all of the affected students 
to more than one receiving school, then the population numbers of each of the 
receiving schools      shall be based on student equivalent enrolment as of October 
31st of the current school year plus the number of students designated from the 
closed school by the school board.  

 
d. Appeal Process 
 
 Guidelines for appeal may be based on, but not limited to, the following: 
 

• An appeal process shall be in place which allows schools to appeal the placement 
of their school/team after they have been classified using the number criteria 
outlined in (b)(i). 
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• The first level of appeal is to the Association. 
• If the school’s appeal is denied at the Association level, they may appeal to the 

OFSAA Classifications Committee.  This appeal must come through the Association 
and shall include an outline of the rationale for the Association decision, and the 
school’s rationale for their appeal. 

• All appeals to OFSAA, as well as requests for approval if the school’s population 
exceeds the classification limit by 10%, must be received by June 1st and will be 
resolved by June 9th.  
  

e. Guidelines for appeal may be based on the following criteria: 
 
 i.  Location of School 

• The location of a school could allow an Association to shift the 
classification of the school in either direction.  For example, a large school 
in an isolated area may be moved to a lower student population 
classification. 

• Consideration of urban vs. rural advantages. 
 
 ii.  School Composition 

• Program focus may require a shift of a school from one classification to 
another (e.g., composite vs. collegiate). 

• Schools with a residential component have definite benefits and may 
warrant a shift to a higher student population classification. 

• High performance sport schools should be considered for a shift to a 
higher student population classification. 

  
iii.  School classification 

• School classification, following an appeal, shall be determined by FTE 
students  

 who are age eligible to compete in high school sport. 
 

iv.  Sport schools, sport academies and schools with a sport program 
An Association may allow, upon appeal from a school in a French language public 
school board or French language Catholic school board, a sport school, a sport 
academy or school with a sport program to remain at the classification level that 
their FTE numbers designate, in any sport in which the sport school, sport 
academy or school with a sport program would otherwise have had to compete 
at a classification level with a higher population. Appeals shall be based upon the 
fairness of the competition level and the competitive results of previous years in 
the particular sport for which the request is made. If the school’s appeal is 
denied at the Association level, it may appeal to the OFSAA Classifications 
Committee and such requests must be received by June 1st.  
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Section 3 - Teams 
 
a. A team consists of all student-athletes from the same school, except as noted in (b), 

who qualify for Federation competition as a unit.  Each and every member of a team 
must be eligible in order for that team to be eligible to compete.  Reference should be 
made to the individual sport Playing Regulations for additional eligibility requirements.  
Note:  OFSAA will accept “A” twinned school team entries to its Championships as 
submitted by NWOSSAA. 

 
b. Student-athletes from two schools may participate on the same school team when all 

of the following criteria are met: 
 

i. The two schools have entered into an official mutual arrangement of co-
participation for the purposes of school sports activities not currently offered at the 
smaller school providing the smaller school is in compliance with subheading (ii). 

ii.      The student population of one of the schools is under 100 students, except in the 
case of football, in which case the student population of one of the schools must 
be under 240 students. The two schools either share facilities or are in close 
proximity to each other. 

  
The Association supports the mutual arrangement of co-participation of the two 
schools for sports not currently offered at the smaller school providing the smaller 
school is in compliance with the first two subheadings (i, ii). 
 

c.   OFSAA Championships or Festivals for team sports shall only involve teams which 
have used OFSAA-eligible student-athletes in all competition during the school year.  
OFSAA-eligible means the student meets all eligibility requirements as defined in the 
OFSAA Playing Regulations.  Any team using an ineligible student-athlete(s) in any 
competition during the school year forfeits the right to participate in the OFSAA 
Championship or Festival. 

 
d. Teams deemed to have competed in any league not governed by their school athletic 

association are ineligible for the OFSAA championship/festival in that same school 
year. 

 
Notes: 
 

1.   The term “competition” does not exclusively refer to league play; it is defined as any 
time that two teams play against each other on a playing surface, whether in Ontario 
or elsewhere. 

2.   The requirement that only OFSAA-eligible student-athletes be used in all competition 
applies solely to teams qualifying for OFSAA Championships or Festivals.  This does 
not apply to teams in leagues that do not send teams to OFSAA Championships or 
Festivals unless otherwise stated by the local or regional high school athletic body of 
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which the school is a member. 
3.   Team sports shall be considered to be: 

a. Field hockey 
b. Football 
c. Basketball 
d. Volleyball 
e. Hockey 
f. Curling 
g. Baseball 
h. Rugby 
i. Field Lacrosse 
j. Soccer 
k. Ultimate 
l. Slo-Pitch 

 
Section 4 - Individuals 
 
a. To represent a school in any Championship/Festival co-ordinated by the Federation, 

in any Federation sanctioned event, or in competitions outside Ontario where 
participation of student-athletes has been sanctioned by the Federation, a student 
must: 

 
i. Be eligible for competition under the By-Laws, Regulations and Playing 

Regulations of the Association to which their school belongs. 
ii. Be certified as eligible by the Principal of the school. 
iii. Meet the following age requirements: 

 
Senior  The individual's birth certificate indicates that they have not 

reached their 19th birthday by January 1st prior to the start of 
the school year in which the competition is held. 

 
Junior  The individual's birth certificate indicates that they have not 

reached their 15th birthday by January 1st prior to the start of 
the school year in which the competition is held. 

 
Novice  The individual's birth certificate indicates that they have not 

reached their 14th birthday by January 1st prior to the start of 
the school year in which the competition is held.  Students may 
compete in this category for one year only in Grade 9. 

 
iv. Be in Grades 9 – 12. 
v. Be eligible under the Federation's Transfer Policy.  See subsection (f) below. 
vi. Be eligible for no more than five (5) consecutive years from date of entry into 

Grade 9.  See subsection (g) below. 
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vii. Have executed the Federation's Release of Liability form where required. 
viii. Have signed the Rules of Behaviour signature form for the competition. 
ix.  In accordance with Rowan’s Law, confirm in writing on the OFSAA form 

provided, that they and their parent/guardian (if student is under 18 years of 
age) have reviewed the concussion awareness resource and OFSAA 
concussion code of conduct within the previous twelve (12) months. 
Students participating in badminton, cross country, golf and tennis are 
exempt from this requirement. 

x. Students who play on a school prep/elite team and then are no longer on that 
team but remain at the school, are ineligible for the ‘bona fide’ school team 
for the current school year and the following school year. A school prep/elite 
team is a team that represents the school in competition and/or is under the 
oversight of the school administration.  

 
b.       A student may only play on one team in the same sport (team or individual) at the 

OFSAA    level during a school year. 
 

c. All participants should be encouraged to achieve creditable academic progress and to 
make a contribution to the general educational program of the school: 

 
i. Each Association, indeed each member school, should develop a policy 

which would be used to educate students with respect to personal 
commitment to school and all of its programs, goal setting and goal 
achievement within school setting, and behaviour of student-athletes as 
school representatives. 

ii. The objective of any policy is to educate, not to punish, and the policy should 
focus on positive outcomes, not on limiting participation. 

iii. Academic progress is a nebulous concept - it should be measured for each 
individual since arbitrary standards are exclusive and not necessarily 
educative. 

iv. The policy should be used to monitor and mentor student-athletes, their 
attendance, well-being and their behaviour, as well as their grades. 

v. Any change in a student-athlete's attendance, behaviour or academic 
standing should be reviewed by teacher-coach, student-athlete and 
appropriate administrator(s).  Positive change would be rewarded through 
recognition and continued eligibility while negative changes would be used 
to establish parameters for continued eligibility. 

 
d. Course Requirements Policy 

 
i. Students who have fewer than twenty-two (22) credits must be taking courses 

which define them as full-time students under the Ministry of Education 
definition.  Namely, a student in a traditional school must be registered in a 
minimum of six (6) full day school credit courses; in a semestered school, a 
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student must be registered in a minimum of three (3) full day school credit 
courses in the semester in which they participate. 

ii. Students who have achieved twenty-two (22) credits must be taking four (4) 
non-semestered full day school credit courses over the school year or two (2) 
full day school credit courses in the semester in which they participate. 

iii. Students may be exempted from the above course requirements if they have 
an accommodated timetable or course load as directed by a regulated mental 
health professional with education and training to assess, diagnose, and treat 
mental health conditions (i.e. Psychiatrist, Psychologist, Clinical Psychiatric 
Nurse) and supported by medical documentation.  A request for an 
exemption, with a letter from a regulated mental health professional 
confirming the student is under their care and that an accommodated 
timetable or reduced course load is required, must be presented to the 
Association for approval prior to or during the applicable competition season.  
In such cases, the student in a non-semestered school must be registered in 
a minimum of two (2) full day credit courses; in a semestered school, a 
student must be registered in a minimum of one (1) full day school credit 
course in the semester in which they participate.  

 
e. Any suspension or disciplinary action in Association play shall be carried forward into 

Federation competition.  The Association convenor shall be responsible for reporting 
such student-athletes and the nature of the disciplinary action on the Championship 
Entry Form. 

 

f. Any student who registers and either (i) attends one full term or semester, or (ii) 
practises or plays, or attends a try-out with an intercollegiate team at a post-secondary 
institution, and then returns to any high school is ineligible for OFSAA competition in 
all sports for the remainder of his/her high school career. 

 
g. The Federation's Transfer Policy 

 
No school shall include in its line-up any student who has been registered as a transfer from 
another school within the previous twelve (12) months.  The Federation’s Transfer Policy 
applies to all students transferring into Ontario high schools. 
 
In accordance with the Federation's Transfer Policy Procedural Process, a student or his/her 
representative may apply to the Federation's Transfers Committee to be deemed eligible to 
participate in Federation sponsored events according to the following criteria. 
 

  a. 
i. There has been an accompanying change in permanent residence by the 

student and their immediate family to the designated school from any 
system (public, catholic or independent) according to school board 
boundaries (or is the closest school in the student’s choice of school system 
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to the student’s home if no school boundaries exist).  If the independent 
school is faith-based, the student must attend the closest independent 
school of that particular faith.  The student must have moved out of the 
school board boundaries of the sending school, or if the sending school has 
no school board boundaries, the receiving school must be closer to the 
student’s new permanent residence than the sending school (see Note 6). 
Immediate family is the parent(s) or the student’s legal guardian as 
determined by a court of competent jurisdiction. The student and his/her 
immediate family must completely and permanently move from the former 
residence. The student must provide evidence/documentation confirming 
that they are residing in a new permanent residence, and 
evidence/documentation that they have completely and permanently moved 
from the former residence (See Note 8). 

ii. The student has transferred to an Ontario school from outside Canada and 
outside the United States and is attending the designated school in their 
choice of system (public, catholic or independent) according to school 
board boundaries; or is attending the closest school in the student’s choice 
of system to the student’s home if no school boundaries exist; or is attending 
a school assigned by the school board. If the independent school is faith-
based, the student must attend the closest independent school of that 
particular faith (See Note 6).      

iii. The student has transferred as a result of the closure of their former school 
and is attending the school designated by the School Board. 

iv. The student has transferred as a result of a board designated placement (i.e. 
demitted from a program, personal safety, completed expulsion program) 
and is attending that designated school. The appeal must be accompanied 
by documentation from the school or school board confirming the 
designation. 

 
       b.  

i. The student did not participate in any sports at the interschool level for twelve 
months prior to the date of transfer.  Written confirmation from the Vice 
Principal, Principal, Department Head, or Athletic Director at the previous 
school is required. Students in their first year of Grade 9 may not apply under 
this section. 
 

ii. The student accepts their ineligibility under the Transfer Policy, but requests 
eligibility for the sports they did not participate in at the interschool level for 
the twelve months prior to the date of transfer.  Written confirmation from the 
Vice Principal, Principal, Department Head, or Athletic Director at the 
previous school is required. Students in their first year of Grade 9 may not 
apply under this section. 

iii. The student transferred to another school for a period of less than one school 
year and is returning to the school they attended prior to the transfer.  The 
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student must not have participated in any sports at the interschool level while 
attending the other school.  Written confirmation from the Vice Principal, 
Principal, Department Head or Athletic Director at the previous school is 
required. 

 
c.  

i. The student has been placed in a school by an I.P.R.C. (Identification, 
Placement and Review Committee) decision.  The Federation's Board of 
Reference shall require and receive a letter from the principal of the school, 
from which the student has transferred, stating the reason for the placement 
of the student by I.P.R.C. 

ii. The student has transferred from an independent school to a public or catholic 
school as the result of an educational exceptionality which the independent 
school was unsuccessful in accommodating.  In such cases, the student was 
unable to access the I.P.R.C. process (Identification, Placement and Review 
Committee).  The appeal must be accompanied by the following information: 
a psycho educational assessment  diagnosing an educational exceptionality; 
documentation from the independent school  demonstrating the strategies 
used to attempt to accommodate the educational exceptionality; and 
documentation from the receiving school confirming additional and/or new 
methods being provided to accommodate the educational exceptionality, 
which were not being provided at the sending school.   

iii. The student has completed an English Language Learner or English Dialect 
Learner program, and as a result, the school board is requiring the student to 
transfer to their designated school. The student must transfer by the beginning 
of the school year following completion of the program, and must provide 
documentation from the school board confirming completion of the English 
Language Learner or English Dialect Learner program and confirming the 
student has been placed in his/her designated school. 

iv. The student has transferred to a French Language school and has a 
parent/guardian who is a rights holder or has been admitted to a French-
language school pursuant to a school board admissions committee process.  
The French-language school shall provide evidence of their admission. See 
note 10. 

 
d. The student: 

 i.   Has transferred prior to their grade 10 year for exceptional personal, social or 
academic reasons. The appeal must be accompanied by documentation from 
the sending school’s administration and/or independent sources to confirm 
the exceptional reasons. The student must attend the next closest school to 
their home residence if remaining in the same system. If changing systems, 
the student must attend the designated school according to school board 
boundaries (or the closest school to the student’s home residence if no 
school boundaries exist). If the independent school is faith-based, the student 
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must attend the closest independent school of that particular faith.   
ii.       Has changed residence to live with a custodial parent for exceptional personal 

reasons or   the student has changed residence to live with a new court-
appointed legal guardian for exceptional personal reasons. Documentation 
showing that there was just cause for the move must accompany the appeal. 
The student must attend the designated school from any system (public, 
catholic, or independent) according to school board boundaries (or the 
closest school in the student’s choice of school system to the student’s home 
residence if no school boundaries exist). If the independent school is faith-
based, the student must attend the closest independent school of that 
particular faith.   

iii.   Has transferred to remove themselves from an abusive home environment. 
           Documentation detailing the abusive situation shall be provided by the 

applicant from the sending school, psychologists, social worker, medical 
doctor or police, as the case may be. (All documentation will be reviewed 
respecting confidentiality.) The student must attend the designated school 
from any system (public, catholic, or independent) according to school board 
boundaries (or the closest school in the student’s choice of school system to 
the student’s home residence if no school boundaries exist). If the 
independent school is faith-based, the student must attend the closest 
independent school of that particular faith.   

iv. Has been forced to leave an independent school specifically due to financial 
hardship.  The appeal must include the following information:  documentation 
confirming change in tuition fees; documentation regarding family requests 
for bursary assistance to meet financial hardship; documentation regarding 
significant changes in the financial situation of the family; and, confirmation 
that the student will be attending the designated school in their home 
catchment area.  The student must attend the next closest school to their 
home residence if remaining in the same system. If changing systems, the 
student must attend the designated school according to school board 
boundaries (or the closest school to the student’s home residence if no 
school boundaries exist). If the independent school is faith-based, the student 
must attend the closest independent school of that particular faith.   

 

v.  Was the victim of bullying and after attempts to resolve the issue the sending 
school agreed that it was in the best interests of the student to transfer schools. 
The appeal must be accompanied by the following information:  documentation 
from the sending school’s administration or the police, confirming the 
seriousness and frequency of the bullying, including a description of the incidents 
and dates; documentation from the sending school’s administration describing 
the strategies put in place to resolve the bullying and the reasons the strategies 
did not succeed; and a letter from the sending school’s administration in support 
of the transfer. The student must attend the next closest school to their home 
residence if remaining in the same system. If changing systems, the student must 
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attend the designated school according to school board boundaries (or the 
closest school to the student’s home residence if no school boundaries exist). If 
the independent school is faith-based, the student must attend the closest 
independent school of that particular faith.  

 
vi. Has transferred schools as a result of the recommendation of a regulated mental 

health professional with education and training to assess, diagnose, and treat 
mental health conditions (psychiatrist, psychologist, and/or clinical psychiatric 
nurse). Prior to transferring, the student must have been diagnosed with a 
mental health condition and be undergoing treatment by the regulated mental 
health professional. Documentation must be provided by the mental health 
professional confirming the student is receiving treatment and requires a change 
in schools to assist with their recovery. Unless otherwise confirmed in writing by 
the mental health professional, the student must attend the next closest school 
to their home residence if remaining in the same system. If changing systems, the 
students must attend the designated school according to school board 
boundaries (or is the closest school to the student’s home residence if no school 
boundaries exist). If the independent school is faith-based, the student must 
attend the closest independent school of that particular faith. 

 
Notwithstanding any of the above, no student may participate in the same sport for more 
than one school in the same league or municipality in the same school year unless the 
student is ruled eligible by the Federation's Transfers Committee under subsection (a) of 
the Transfer Policy. Participate means competing in exhibition games and invitational 
tournament/events, not just league play. 

 
Notes: 
1. Once a student has changed schools they are considered a transfer student and 

even if they return to a school, they must comply with the Transfer Policy. 
2. The word "participate" in section (b) of the Transfer Policy means competing for 

your school in that activity.  This includes exhibition games and invitational 
tournaments/events, not just league play. 

3. The Transfers Committee will not consider as reasons for transfer: 
i. The relative ranking of schools or the differences in delivery of courses with the 

same Ministry course codes. 
ii. That a sport or team is no longer offered at the previous school. 

4. Students moving from a school in a strike/lock-out area are ineligible for all sports 
played in the previous 12 months from their date of entry into the new school. 

5. Students who attended an alternative school or alternative program who are 
returning to the school they attended prior to the alternative school or alternative 
program, are not considered transfer students provided they did not play sports 
while at the alternative school or alternative program. 

6.  Driving distance shall be used to determine the closest school to a student’s home 
residence. 
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7.       Students transferring from other provinces, states or countries are ineligible for 
OFSAA competition if they have graduated from high school or equivalent, or if 
they have used their years of athletic eligibility in the province, state or country 
from which they are transferring.  This does not apply to students who have 
graduated in the previous school year from secondary school in Quebec, provided 
they meet one of the criteria for eligibility in sections a – d of the transfer policy.  

8.   When applying under section (a)(i), the student must provide 
evidence/documentation confirming that they and their immediate family are 
residing in a new permanent residence and that they have completely and 
permanently moved from the former residence. When applying under section 
d(ii) of the policy the student must provide evidence/documentation confirming 
that they are residing in a new permanent residence. In both cases, such 
evidence/documentation may include: 

• Utility service operative at the new residence.  
• Utility service disconnected at the former residence. 
• Real estate documents indicating and verifying a change of residence (e.g., 

sale and purchase). 
• Parents/court-appointed guardians’ property tax bill listing the new 

residence. 
• Insurance slip for home and auto insurance.  
• School documentation showing that sibling(s) attend local elementary 

school and/or the same high school as the transferring student.  
• Any other documentation that is requested which establishes the student 

and his/her immediate family is living at the new residence. 
• For a(ii) only, students may provide documentation confirming they have 

been processed by the school board’s assessment center. 
Production of evidence/documentation described above does not guarantee 
eligibility. 

9.   Prep/elite teams fall into two categories:  a school prep/elite team and a non-school 
prep/elite team.  A school prep/elite team is a team that represents the school in 
competition and/or is under the oversight of the school administration.  If a student 
participates for a school prep/elite team, and then that student transfers schools, 
they may not apply under section b (i), and they are considered to have participated 
in the prep/elite team sport at the interschool level if applying under section b (ii) or 
b (iii). 

10. Students must have transferred from an English-language school to a French-
language school.  A French-language school means a school within the French-
language public district school board or a French-language separate district school 
board. 

11. Refugee students, arriving to Ontario, are not considered transfer students and are 
eligible for all sports within the first two years from their date of entry into school.  
Refugees are defined as those students who have been forced to leave their country 
to escape war, persecution, or natural disaster.   
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The Federation’s Transfers Committee shall, in its sole and exclusive discretion and 
authority, consider such application and rule the student eligible or ineligible. 

 
Transfer Policy Procedural Process 
 
l.    All transfer students are ineligible for OFSAA competition until cleared by their 

Association Transfer Appeal Board, or the Federation's Transfers Committee under 
Transfer Policy sections (a), (b), (c), or (d). 

 
2.   Students may appeal in writing in the following manner: 
 

a. Through their school to their respective Association’s Transfer Committee. 
b. In the event that they wish to appeal the decision of the Association’s Transfer 

Committee, they may appeal to the OFSAA Transfers Committee. 
 

Note: In all sections above, proper documentation must be received by the 
appropriate group before a decision may be rendered at that level. 

 
3. All decisions of the Federation's Transfers Committee are final. 
 
4. The deadline for any appeal of eligibility to the Federation's Transfers Committee is 

fifteen (15) days prior to the scheduled dates of the meetings of the Federation's 
Transfers Committee. Such appeals must be accompanied by a $50.00 fee, refundable 
if the appeal is successful. 

 
5. A challenge to the eligibility of a student may be made to the Federation's Transfers 

Committee by any member of an Association through that Association's 
representative. 

 
6. a. In the event that a student, ineligible by reason of the Transfer Policy, seeks to 

appeal their ineligibility to the Federation's Transfers the following procedure shall 
be followed: 

 
i. The student, or their representative, shall submit, in writing, on the 

designated form, to the Transfers Committee, the grounds of the appeal 
and the reasons why the student claims to be eligible. 

ii. Upon receipt of the application for appeal, the Transfers Committee shall 
notify the student, in writing, of the date, time and place that the appeal is 
to be heard. The student shall also be advised that he or she may 
personally attend the hearing of the appeal, along with their 
representative. 

iii. The Transfers Committee shall send letters, post-marked or delivered, no 
later than fourteen (14) days before the date of hearing, addressed to the 
student and principal at the school which the student attends. 
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iv. At the hearing the student or representative may make whatever 
submissions, or call whatever witnesses they choose, and which the 
Transfers Committee shall permit in its sole and exclusive discretion. 

v. The Board of Reference shall render its decision, in writing, and in doing so 
shall state briefly the reason(s) for its decision. The decision of the 
Transfers Committee shall be final and conclusive and there shall be no 
right of appeal to any body or court of competent jurisdiction. 

 
b. In the event that a student is declared eligible by the Association Appeal Board, 

and that determination of eligibility is challenged by way of an appeal to the 
Federation's Transfers Committee, the following procedure shall be followed: 

 
i. The challenge to the eligibility of the student shall be in writing and shall 

include the reasons for the challenge and shall refer to the section or sections 
of the Transfer Policy on which the challenge is based.  The challenge shall be 
directed through the Association’s Transfer Committee to the OFSAA 
Transfers Committee and shall be received no later than fourteen (14) days 
prior to the Federation competition in question. This challenge must be 
accompanied by a $50.00 fee, refundable if challenge is upheld. 

ii. Upon receipt of a challenge, the Transfers Committee shall notify the student 
and the student's principal, in writing, of the date, time and place that the 
appeal will be heard. In conjunction with the aforesaid notification, the 
Transfers Committee shall also include a copy of the challenge as submitted 
to the Transfers Committee. 

  iii. The Transfers Committee shall notify the student and the student's principal 
of the date, time and place of the appeal, by way of letters post-marked or 
delivered, no later than fourteen (14) days before the date of the appeal 
hearing. 

  iv. At the hearing, the student and/or representative may attend and may call 
whatever witnesses or make whatever submissions they choose, and the 
Board of Reference shall permit in its sole and exclusive discretion. 

  v. The Transfers Committee shall render its decision, in writing, and in so doing 
shall state briefly the reason(s) for its decision. The decision of the Transfers 
Committee shall be final and conclusive and there shall be no right of appeal 
to any body or court of competent jurisdiction. 
 

c.   In the event a student is declared eligible by the Federation’s Transfers 
Committee, and another party (the challenging party) alleges that the student 
falsified information on the transfer form, in the documents submitted with 
their appeal, or in information presented by or on behalf of the student during 
the appeal hearing, the following procedure shall be followed: 

 
i.      A request for the convening of the Appeals Committee shall be made by the                                                                      

 challenging party through the Executive Director to the Chair of the Committee. 
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ii.  The Appeals Committee shall notify the student, the student’s principal, and 
the challenging party, in writing, of the date, time, and place a hearing will be 
held. The Appeals Committee shall request at this time any necessary 
documentation and other information that may be necessary for the Appeals 
Committee to rule on the challenge. The Appeals Committee shall provide to 
the transfer student particulars of the challenge received from the challenging 
party.  All information received shall be shared with the parties involved.  The 
transfer student and the challenging party shall be given as much notice as 
practicable prior to the date of the hearing. 

iii. A sum of $50.00 must be received from the challenging party prior to the 
convening of the Appeals Committee. 

iv.   At the hearing the student and/or representatives and the challenging party 
and/or representatives may call whatever witnesses or make whatever 
submissions they choose and the Appeals Committee shall permit in its sole and 
exclusive discretion.  The Appeals Committee shall determine if the transfer 
student falsified information  as alleged by the challenging party. 

v. If the student is found by the Appeals Committee to have falsified information 
on their transfer form, in the documents submitted with their appeal, or in the 
information presented at the appeal hearing, they shall be ineligible for 
competition in all sports for twenty-four (24) months from the date of transfer. 

vi. The Appeals Committee shall render its decision in writing and in so doing shall 
state briefly the reason(s) for its decision.  The decision of the Appeals 
Committee shall be final and conclusive and there shall be no right of appeal to 
any body or court of competent jurisdiction. 

  
e. The procedures as set out in this section shall only apply to 6(a), 6(b) and 6 (c). In 

the event that there has been imperfect compliance with the procedures as set 
out herein, the Appeals Committee may, in its sole discretion, waive any failure to 
comply with the procedures. 

 
h. Five-Year Eligibility Rule 
 
 Students in their fifth consecutive year from date of entry into Grade 9 are permitted to 

participate.  There is no appeal to participate beyond five consecutive years from date 
of entry into Grade 9. 

 
i. Sport Schools, Sport Academies and Sport Programs 
 

Sport schools and sport academies are schools that offer flexible or modified timetabling 
to accommodate students’ athletic training, competition and/or travel schedules; or 
schools that admit athletes due to their level of athletic status who are required to take 
additional credits in health and physical education specific to fundamental and fitness 
training principles.  
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Sport programs are considered to be a course or courses offered by a school which are 

sport-specific curricular programs. 

 

i.  Any student enrolled in a sport school, sport academy, or sport program will be 

eligible to compete in all individual sports. Students in a sport school or sport 

academy are not eligible for a team component of an individual sport if the sport 

in question is their sport of specialty and they are not attending their designated 

school (or closest school where no boundaries exist). Students in a sport program 

for an individual sport who are not attending their designated school (or closest 

school where no boundaries exist) cannot compete in the team component of that 

sport. Schools that are a sport school or sport academy are not eligible for team 

awards in individual sports. Schools that have a sport program in an individual 

sport are not eligible for team awards in that sport. 

ii.  Any student enrolled in a sport school, sport academy, or sport program will be 

eligible to compete in any team sport provided they are attending the designated 

school according to school board boundaries (or the closest school where no 

boundaries exist). 

iii.  Any student enrolled in a sport program and the school is not his/her designated 

school according to school board boundaries (or not their closest school where no 

boundaries exist), will be eligible to compete in any team sport except the team 

sport being provided through their sport-specific curricular program. The period 

of ineligibility will continue as long as the student attends the school where the 

sport program exists. 

iv.   Any student enrolled in a sport school or sport academy and the school is not their 

designated school according to school board boundaries (or not their closest 

school where no boundaries exist), will be eligible to compete in any team sport 

except their declared or designated team sport of specialty. The period of 

ineligibility will continue as long as the student attends the sport school or sport 

academy. 

v.  The declared or designated individual or team sport of specialty shall be the sport 

played at the highest level within the 12 months prior to the student entering the 

sport school, sport academy or sport program. Schools must submit each new 

student’s declared or designated sport of specialty along with a list and the level 

of all sports played outside the school system for approval by the local athletic 

association (e.g. district, zone) by September 15th of the current school year or 

within 15 school days of the student’s enrolment at the school. 

vi.   An appeal of a student’s declared or designated sport may be made by the school’s 

athletic director, principal, or vice principal to the OFSAA Member Association by 

September 30 of the current school year. A challenge of an Association approved 

sport of specialty can be made by another school’s athletic director, principal, or 

vice principal to the OFSAA Member Association. Such challenge must be received 
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by the Member Association no later than fourteen (14) days prior to the OFSAA 

competition in question. 

 
Students enrolled in a sport school or sport academy in a French language public school board 
or French language Catholic school board, are exempt from the eligibility rules noted above 
regarding sport schools and sport academies, however if a student(s) enrolled participates in a 
team sport in their sport of specialty and the school is not their designated school according to 
school board boundaries (or closest school where no boundaries exist), the team must compete 
at the next classification level with a higher population than their student numbers designate.    
 
Students enrolled in a sport program at a school in a French language public school board or 
French language Catholic school board, are exempt from the eligibility rules noted above 
regarding sport programs, however if a student(s) enrolled in a sport program participates on a 
team of that same sport and the school is not their designated school according to school board 
boundaries (or closest school where no boundaries exist), the team must compete at the next 
classification level with a higher population than their student numbers designate.    
 
An Association may allow, upon appeal from a school in a French language public school board 
or French language Catholic school board, a sport school, a sport academy or school with a sport 
program to remain at the classification level that their FTE numbers designate, in any sport in 
which the sport school, sport academy or school with a sport program would otherwise have had 
to compete at a classification level with a higher population (See Regulation E, Section 2 (b), 
Classifications).   
 

(F)  SUPERVISION AND DEPORTMENT 
 
Section 1 - Supervision 
 
A teacher is defined as a member of the Ontario College of Teachers or a holder of an 
Ontario Teacher’s Certificate or equivalent. 
 
a. For team sports, (reference Regulation E, Section 3), a teacher from the same school, 

or a retired teacher, as approved by the principal of the school, must accompany and 
be responsible for the team. 

b. For individual sports (those sports in which student-athletes from a school qualify for 
Federation competition as individuals), the principal of the school must designate a 
teacher or retired teacher to accompany and be responsible for the student-athletes 
throughout the duration of the competition. In addition the principal may also 
designate an adult who is not a teacher to accompany the student-athletes along with 
the designated teacher. 

c. For all sports, where the teacher, as indicated in (a) and (b) above, is not of the same 
sex as the student-athlete(s), and where the student-athlete(s) are required or might 
be required to stay overnight, a supervisory adult, as approved by the principal of the 
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school, of the same sex as the student-athlete(s), must be present and available at the 
accommodation site for the duration of their stay in the accommodation. 

d. The supervision policy applies to all OFSAA competitions, OFSAA-sanctioned 
competitions, and competitions outside Ontario where participation of student-
athletes has been sanctioned by OFSAA. 

e. For all OFSAA Championships, OFSAA-sanctioned competitions, and competitions 
outside Ontario where participation of student-athletes has been sanctioned by 
OFSAA, including OFSAA-sanctioned invitational events for individual sports that 
occur out-of-province, the supervision policy as described above must be followed, 
and in addition: The designated teacher-coach responsible for the student-athletes 
MUST BE FROM THE SAME ASSOCIATION. A maximum of six (6) students from 
different schools may be supervised by the same designated teacher-coach in 
addition to the student-athletes from the teacher coaches’ school. 

 
Section 2 – Deportment 
 
a. A team is defined as, "All participants representing the same school at an OFSAA 

Championship/Festival event". 
 
b. A participant is defined as, "Anyone who has been granted proper authorization to 

enter a restricted area." "Restricted area" includes "those areas occupied by student-
athletes and to which access by the general public is restricted or prohibited." 

 
c. All participants are expected to abide by the Rules of Behaviour Policy for Participants 

to OFSAA Championships/Festivals. 
 
d. Supervising adults are responsible for the behaviour of participants for the duration of 

the Championships/Festivals. 
 
e. Teams are open to censure for failure of its participants to abide by the "Rules of 

Behaviour Policy."   
 
f. i. All coaches are expected to adhere to the Code of Ethics for Coaches Policy to 

OFSAA Championships/Festivals.   
 ii.  School personnel and coaches are expected to adhere to the Policy of Principle 

on Recruiting.   
 iii. Spectators are expected to adhere to the Code of Behaviour for Spectators Policy.   
 iv. All coaches are expected to adhere to the "Return to Play Policy".   
 v. School personnel and coaches are expected to adhere to the Policy on dispensing 

drugs, medication and food supplements.   
 
g. All schools entering a Federation Championship shall, by signature of the school 

principal on the Championship Entry Form, acknowledge responsibility for making 
restitution for damage resulting from misconduct by their participants.   
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h. The Federation's Uniform Sponsorship Policy 
 
All competitors are expected to abide by the General Uniform Policy as well as the Sport-
Specific Uniform Requirements outlined in the Playing Regulations. 
 
 

(G)  AMENDMENTS 
 
Section 1 – Emergency Amendment 
The Board shall have the authority, if it deems necessary, to make amendments to the 
Regulations and Playing Regulations (general sections and sport-specific), when those 
amendments are necessary or desirable for reasons related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Such amendments require a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the votes actually cast by the 
Board and shall apply for the 2022-23 school year only. 
 
Section 2 – Amendments to the Regulations 
 

i. These Regulations can be amended at the Annual Meeting by two-thirds (2/3) of the 
votes cast (excluding abstentions) of all eligible voting individuals at a Members 
meeting. No Member shall have more than one vote.  

ii. Proposed amendments for the Annual Meeting must be in the hands of the 
Executive Director a minimum of sixty (60) days prior to the meeting of the 
Members, for circulation to the appropriate Councils or Committee(s) for review 
and input. The Executive Director shall circulate to all Board Directors and 
Council/Committee members a minimum of thirty (30) days prior to their 
respective meeting. 

iii. Proposals to amend the Regulations shall be moved and seconded at a meeting of 
Members by voting Delegates or members of the OFSAA Board, per the OFSAA By-
laws.  

iv. In extraordinary circumstance(s) the Board may authorize receipt of a motion(s) 
outside the stated period. The sixty-day submission requirement and thirty-day 
Council/Committee circulation requirement may be suspended by a 2/3 majority 
of votes cast are in the affirmative to consider the amendment.  

v. Such adopted amendments become effective as of September 1st following 
their adoption, unless otherwise stated in the motion. 

 
Section 3 – Amendments to the Playing Regulations (per sport) 
 

i. The Playing Regulations, as defined in these Regulations, are the sport specific 
rules of play at the various Championships and Festivals sponsored by the 
Federation. They are documented separately from these Regulations. 

ii. The Playing Regulations of the Federation can be amended by two-thirds (2/3) of 
the votes cast (excluding abstentions) of the Representatives’ Council. No 
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Representatives Council member shall have more than one vote.  
iii. Proposed amendments to the Playing Regulations may be made at one of the two 

scheduled Representatives’ Council meetings (Fall and Spring).  Proposed 
amendments for the Playing Regulations must be submitted to the OFSAA office 
no later than October 15th for the Fall Representatives’ Council meeting or 
February 15th prior to the Representatives’ Council meeting in the Spring. The 
Executive Director will circulate them to the Representatives’ Council a minimum 
of thirty (30) days prior to the respective meeting.  

iv. In extraordinary circumstance(s) the Board may authorize receipt of a motion(s) 
outside the stated period. The sixty-day submission requirement and thirty-day 
Council circulation requirement may be suspended by a 2/3 majority of votes cast 
of the Board to consider the amendment.  

v. Such amendments to the Playing Regulations shall become effective as of 
September 1st following their adoption, unless otherwise stated in the motion. 

 
Section 4 – Amendments to the Standing Rules (all of the Playing Regulations) 
 

i. The Standing Rules, as defined in these Regulations, refer to rules or guidelines 
that apply to ALL of the Federation’s Playing Regulations (rules that apply to all 
sports). As such, the requirement to amend the Standing Rules includes a vote 
by all Members for its adoption, whereas the Playing Regulations are approved 
only by the Representatives Council. 

ii. The Standing Rules can be amended at the Annual Meeting by two-thirds (2/3) of 
the votes cast (excluding abstentions) of all eligible voting individuals at a 
Members meeting. No member shall have more than one vote.  

iii. Proposed amendments for the Standing Rules must be in the hands of the 
Executive Director a minimum of sixty (60) days prior to the meeting of the 
Members, for circulation to the appropriate Councils or Committee(s) for review 
and input. The Executive Director shall circulate to all Board Directors and 
Council/Committee members a minimum of thirty (30) days prior to their 
respective meeting. 

iv. Proposals to amend the Standing Rules shall be moved and seconded at a meeting 
of Members by voting Delegates or members of the OFSAA Board.  

v. In extraordinary circumstance(s) the Board may authorize receipt of a motion(s) 
outside the stated period. The sixty-day submission requirement and thirty-day 
Council/Committee circulation requirement may be suspended by a 2/3 majority 
of votes cast of the Board to consider the amendment.  

vi. Such amendments become effective as of September 1st following their adoption, 
unless otherwise stated in the motion. 
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(H)  AWARDS 
 

 

SPORT 
CLASSIFICATIONS MEDALS BANNERS                     TOTAL       

MEDALS 

                     
ELIGIBILITY  
RESTRICTIONS 

Boys’ Baseball 
Open 

Members of top 4 
teams 

Championship 
team 

Prentice Cup 
88 NO 

Boys’ Basketball 
A/AA/AAA 

Members of top 4 
teams in each 
classification  

Championship 
team 

In each 
classification 

    (Consolation 
plaque) 

216 
(72/event) NO 

Girls’ Basketball 
A/AA/AAA 

Members of top 4 
teams in each 
classification  

Championship 
team 

In each 
classification 
Consolation 

plaque 

 216 
(72/event) NO 

Boys’ Curling 
Open 

Members of top 4 
teams 

Championship 
team 24 NO 

Girls’ Curling 
Open 

Members of top 4 
teams 

Championship 
team 

28 NO 

Girls’ Field Hockey 
Open 

Members of top 4 
teams 

Championship 
team 92 NO 

Boys’ Field 
Lacrosse Festival 

A/AA and AAA 

Members of top 4 
teams in each 
classification  

Winning team 240 
(120/event) 

YES 
(Pro) 

Boys’ Football 
Festival - Open 
9 Bowl Games 

No individual 
medals 

Winner of each 
Bowl game 0 NO 

Girls’ Hockey 
A/AA and AAA 

Members of top 4 
teams in each 
classification  

 Championship 
team 

 in each 
classification 

200 
(100/event) 

YES 

Boys’ Hockey 
A/AA and AAA 

Members of top 4 
teams in each 
classification  

Championship 
team  

in each 
classification  

200 
(100/event) YES 

Girls’ Rugby 
A/AA and AAA 

Members of top 4 
teams in each 
classification  

Championship 
team  

in each 
classification 
Consolation 

plaque 

252 
(126/event NO 
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Boys’ Rugby 
A/AA and AAA 

Members of top 4 
teams in each 
classification  

Championship 
team 

in each 
classification 
Consolation 

plaque 

252 
(126/event) NO 

Girls’ Soccer 
A/AA/AAA 

Members of top 4 
teams in each 
classification  

Championship 
team 

in each 
classification 

288 
(76/event) 

NO 

Boys’ Soccer 
A/AA/AAA 

Members of top 4 
teams in each 
classification  

Championship 
team  

in each 
classification 

288 
(76/event) NO 

Girls’ Volleyball 
A/AA/AAA 

Members of top 4 
teams in each 
classification  

Championship 
team 

in each 
classification 
Consolation 

plaque 

216 
(72/event) NO 

Boys’ Volleyball 
A/AA/AAA 

Members of top 4 
teams in each 
classification  

Championship 
team 

in each 
classification 
Consolation 

plaque 

216 
(72/event) 

NO 
 

Ultimate 
Members of  top 
4 teams. Winning Team 112 No 

Girls’ Slo-Pitch Members of the 
top 4 teams. 

Winning Team 88 NO 

 
 

OFSAA AWARDS - INDIVIDUAL SPORTS WITH A TEAM COMPONENT  
(*Introducing High School Division/Restrictions in 2017-18) 

SPORT INDIVIDUAL 
AWARDS 

TEAM AWARDS TOTAL 
MEDALS 

ELIGIBILITY 
RESTRICTION 

Alpine Skiing 
Championship 
Girls’ and Boys’ High 
School and Open 
Divisions 
 
Slalom and Giant Slalom 
Events 
Para division 
 

1-3 place 
medals in each 
event in each 
category 
4-8 place 
ribbons in each 
event in each 
division 

Members top 3  
- medals 
4-8 - ribbons 
Banners/divisions 
(8) 

 
162 
medals 

High School - no 
league 
affiliation 
 
Current year’s 
Provincial team 
or higher, not 
eligible for 
OFSAA 
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*Cross Country 
Championship 
Novice/Junior/Senior age 
groups for boys and girls 
para 

1-3 place 
medals in each 
age category 
4-10 place 
ribbons in each 
age category 

Members top 3 
teams in each age 
category - medals 
4-10 - ribbons 
Banners (7) - 
Divisions + Overall 
Boys’ and Girls’ 

 
 
144 
medals 

 
*NONE 

*Boys’ Golf 
Championship       

1-3 place 
medals 
No ribbons 
 
 

Members  top 3 
teams - medals 
No ribbons 
Banner (1) 

18 medals     
*NONE 

*Girls’ Golf Festival 1-3 place 
medals 
No ribbons 

No school team 
component 

 
6 medals 

*NONE 

*Nordic Skiing 
Championship 
Junior and Senior age 
groups for boys and girls 
Events - Nordic 
Distance, Nordic Team, 
Nordic Sprint Relays 

1-3 place 
medals 
4-8 place 
ribbons 
 

Members top 3 
teams - medals 
4-8 place - ribbons 
Banners (6) 

150 
medals 

 
*NONE 

Swimming 
Championship 
Junior/Senior High 
School Age Divisions for 
boys and girls 
Open - no age division  
Events - 8 Junior, 9 
Senior, 10 Open 
Para Division 
 

1-3 place 
medals 
4-8 place 
ribbons 

Banners (8)  
No medals for 
team members or 
option to 
purchase  
 

 

300 

medals 

High School  
swimmer does 
not compete 
for, or train with, 
any other 
aquatic 
program 

Snowboard Festival 
High School and Open 
Divisions for boys and 
girls 
Slalom and Giant Slalom 

1-3 place 
medals 
No ribbons 

Members top 3 
High school teams 
- medals  
Banners (2) 
 

72 medals High School 
Division - High 
School training 
only 

*Track and Field 
Championship 
Novice/Junior/Senior age 
groups for boys and girls 
Open steeplechase and 
1600 Metre Relay 
Para Division 

1-3 place 
medals in each 
event in each 
age group 
4-8 place 
ribbons in each 
event in each 
age group 
 

Banners (8)  
 
No medals for 
team members or 
option to 
purchase  
 

 
 
442 
medals 

 
 
*NONE 
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*Wrestling 
Championship 
 Boys’ and Girls’ 

1-4 place 
medals in each 
weight category 
5-6 place 
ribbons in each 
age category 

Top 3 school 
teams – medals  
Banners(3) 
Top Association 
recognized (No 
medals but option 
to purchase)  

116 
medals 
 

 

*NONE 

     

INDIVIDUAL SPORTS  
No Team component 

    

*Badminton 
Championship 
3 Flights 

1-4 place 
medals in each 
flight 
No ribbons 

No team 
component 
No banners 

96 medals *NONE 

Tennis Championship 
High School and Open 
Divisions  
 

 
1-4 place 
medals 
No ribbons 

 
No team 
component 
No banners 

 
64 medals 

Open - ever 
played  
Canadian Nat’l , 
or Prov’l U14, 
U16, U18 

 

(I) HEADINGS 
 

Each of the OFSAA Playing Regulations are divided into two main categories or headings:  

• Playing Regulations 
• Sport Specific Directives 

 

Playing Regulation Headings 

The typical sections under this heading are identified below.  Sport Advisory Committees and 
others suggesting changes to the Playing Regulations must suggest the appropriate section for any 
new items. If items are for convenor use, i.e. Seeding/pool play structures etc. they should be 
submitted to the appropriate Sport Specific Directive. 

1. Events and/or Classifications   
2. Championship/Festival Structure and Procedures  
3. Entry      
4. Expenses 
5. Eligibility – School/Team Eligibility 
  - Individual Student Eligibility 
  - Sport Specific 
6. Rules and Officials 
7. Uniforms and Equipment – General 
           - Sport Specific 
           - Equipment 
8. Awards -Team 
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      -Individual 
9. Supervision 
10. Deportment 
11. Social 
12. Medical 
13. Protests – Sport Specific 
          - Protest Committee 

 

Sport Specific Directive Headings  

The typical sections under this heading are identified below. Sport Advisory Committees and others 
suggesting changes/additions to the Sport Specific Directives must use/suggest the appropriate 
section for any new items. In the Sport Specific Directives if a section is not required, it will not 
show in the Directives. 

1. Championship Structure and Procedures 
2. Entry 
3. Seeding 
4. Scoring 
5. Officials 
6. Facilities and Equipment 
7. Medical 

 

(J) COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND CHAMPIONSHIP/FESTIVAL CONDUCT 
 

a. There shall be no smoking during any meeting of the Federation's Committee meetings, 
Championships, or Festivals.  

 

b. Participants at any Federation Championship/Festival must obey the Ministry of 
Education’s Code of Conduct.         

  
 

(K)  ADOPTION OF THESE REGULATIONS 
 
Section 1 - Ratification 
These Regulations were ratified by the voting Members of the Federation at a meeting of 
Members duly called and held on April 10, 2025, to become effective September 1, 2025 

 

 


