
 

 

 
OFSAA RECRUITMENT POLICY 

 
Definition of Recruitment: 
 
Recruiting is defined as a representative of a school, either directly or through another party, 
encouraging a student to attend a school other than that in whose catchment area they reside and/or 
within a shared catchment area for the purpose of being involved in extracurricular sport.  The school 
representative could be a teacher, administrator, school district employee, school employee, student, 
parent, alumnus, or any person representing themselves as a school contact. 
 
Rationale: 
A recruiting prohibition discourages exploitation of students; prevents over emphasis of athletics; gives 
average student-athletes more opportunity to participate; discourages adults from jeopardizing a 
student’s eligibility; and prevents misuse of athletic programs. 
 
Indicators and Inducements for Athletic Purposes: 
There may be many legitimate times that a school representative and/or coach of a school team will be 
in contact with students from another school. Therefore, indicators of recruiting have been developed 
to provide parameters of behavior and expectations for coaches and other school representative(s).  
 

• A school representative shall not initiate contact with any student who does not attend, or does 
not directly feed into a school, in order to suggest, encourage or explain a transfer to a different 
school.  

 

• A school representative shall not encourage any other person, including past and present 
players, to contact any student to suggest, encourage or explain a transfer to a different school.  

 

• A school representative shall not permit a student who is not currently enrolled at a school, or 
whose present school does not directly feed into the representative’s school, to participate in 
team practices or participate in scheduled team activities (including travel to games/events, 
team meetings or trips).  

 

• A school representative shall not permit a student who is not currently enrolled at the 
representative’s school, or whose present school does not directly feed into the representative’s 
school, to attend “open gym” at the representative’s school or attend spring or summer 
practices, games or camps specifically designated for enrolled students.  

 

• A school representative shall not entice a student who is not currently enrolled at the 
representative’s school, or whose present school does not directly feed into the representative’s 
school, into transferring to the representative’s school. 

 

• Where a coach or school representative is approached by a student-athlete or representatives 
of student-athlete who is not enrolled at the school or at a feeder school, with inquiries 
concerning the school’s sports teams or programs, the coach or school representative must 
direct the student-athlete or representative of the student-athlete to the school administration. 

 



 

A student-athlete may not receive or be offered any remuneration of any kind or receive or be offered 
any inducement of any kind, which is not made available to all students who enroll in or apply to a 
school.  
 
Inducements for athletic purposes include, but are not limited to: 
 

• Offer or acceptance of money or other valuable consideration such as free or reduced tuition 
during the regular school year or summer school by any person associated with a school. 

• Offer or acceptance of room, board, textbooks or clothing, or financial allotment for textbooks 
or clothing. 

• Offer or acceptance of pay for work that is not performed or that is in excess of the amount 
regularly paid for such service. 

• Offer or acceptance of free transportation by any person associated with the school. 

• Offer or acceptance of a residence with any person associated with the school which would 
result with the student-athlete living with a non-custodial parent. 

• Offer or acceptance of any privilege not afforded to non-student-athletes. 

• Offer or acceptance of free or reduced rent for parents or guardians. 

• Offer or acceptance of payments of moving expenses of parents or guardians or assistance with 
the moving of parents or guardians. 

• Offer or acceptance of employment of parent (s) or guardian(s) in order to entice the family to 
move to a certain community if any person associated with the school makes the offer. 

• Offer or acceptance of help in securing a post-secondary athletic scholarship. 

• Offer or acceptance of the opportunity to gain significant playing time. 

• Offer or acceptance of the opportunity to be associated with a more competitive team. 
 
Grade 8 Recruitment  
 
A school representative(s) may make general presentations (not just athletic) to eighth grade students 
(not just student-athletes). There should be a diversity of presenters, speaking on a variety of topics to 
students of all interests. 
 
When an eighth (8th) grade student or the parents of that student, contacts the coach or school 
representative about attending the representative’s school, the coach or representative shall refer the 
student or parent to the appropriate school administration. 
 
High school coaches or their representatives may not attend grade school or youth club games for the 
purpose of evaluating and recruiting specific prospective student-athletes.  
 
OPEN HOUSE – The intent of an open house is to allow incoming grade 8 students to gather information 
regarding curriculum, programs, and the admissions process.  School representatives may provide 
general information to prospective incoming students but no specific details or enticements as to 
participation if they were to enroll.  
 


